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The biblical phrase "a time, times, and half a time" has long been the subject of intense study and debate 
among scholars and believers. This enigmatic expression, found in key prophetic passages in the books of 
Daniel and Revelation, holds profound significance in understanding God's plan for the world and the events 


that will precede the return of Christ. 


At its core, the phrase "a time, times, and half a time" is a symbolic representation of a specific period of time. 
Biblical scholars generally interpret "a time" to mean one year, "times" to mean two years, and "half a time" as 
half a year, totaling three and a half years. This time period is significant, as it is equivalent to 1,260 days or 42 
months, a duration that is often associated with the "great tribulation" - a period of intense persecution and 


upheaval that will precede the establishment of Christ's eternal kingdom. 


The significance of this time frame is highlighted in the various biblical passages where it appears. In Daniel 
7:25, the phrase is used in the context of a prophecy about a powerful figure who will "wear out the saints of 
the Most High" and attempt to "change the times and the law." This figure is often identified as the Antichrist, a 
future world leader who will rise to power and oppose the people of God. The passage states that the saints 


will be "given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time." 


Similarly, in Danie! 12:7, the "time, times, and half a time" is connected to the shattering of the power of the holy 
people and the completion of all that has been foretold. This suggests that this period of time will coincide with 


a time of great tribulation and persecution for the people of God. 


In Revelation 12:14, the woman (representing the people of God) is said to be nourished in the wilderness for 
this same duration of "a time, and times, and half a time." This passage provides further context, indicating that 


during this period, the woman will be protected from the persecution of the dragon (Satan) and his minions. 


Taken together, these passages point to the "time, times, and half a time" as corresponding to the second half 
of the seven-year tribulation period prophesied in Danie! 9:27. This is the time when the Antichrist will break his 
covenant with Israel, desecrate the temple, and demand worship as god, leading to a time of unprecedented 


suffering and persecution for the people of God (Matthew 24:15-22). 


In short, the phrase "a time, times, and half a time" in the Bible represents a prophetic period of three and a 
half years, symbolizing a time of intense tribulation and persecution. This period, equivalent to 1,260 days or 42 
months, is understood to be the second half of the tribulation period, often referred to as the Great Tribulation. 
Understanding this phrase is vital for comprehending eschatological events and the endurance required during 


times of adversity. 


Related Articles 
e Who are the Two Witnesses in the Book of Revelation? 
¢ What is Tribulation and How Long Is It Expected to Last? 


¢ What Is the Image of the Beast Prophesied in Revelation? 
¢ What Is the Mark of the Beast and How Do | Know If | Have It or Not? 


e The 1260, 1290, and 1335 days of Daniel and the timeline of end-time events 


¢ Who is the Antichrist: the second person in Satan's unholy trinity of the end times? 


¢ Who is the False Prophet: The Third Person in Satan's Unholy Trinity of the End Times? 


Further Resources 
¢ Explore Online Ministry Opportunities at Open Christian Ministries (USA) 


e Explore Christian Business Services at the Center for Faith and Work (Rwanda) 
e Pursue an Affordable Online Christian Degree at Open Christian University (USA) 
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